Letters 1o the Presides

Noah Webster knew a lot of famous Americans. He even visited George Washington at his
house called Mount Vernon! Letters between Noah Webster and George Washington still ex-
ist today. See if you can read their handwriting, then answer some questions about them!

Date

Name

. 'What is the date on George Washington’s letter and where is he when he writes it?

2. Is George Washington responding to a letter written by Noah Webster? What makes you
think that he might be?

3. George Washington mentions “husbandry,” “vegetable manure,” “buck-wheat,” and “crops” in

his letter. What do you think he is writing about? (Hint: Look up the words in Webster’s dic-
tionary!)

4. At the end of his letter, George Washington says that he must “hasten to conclude” his writing
(i.c. he has to quickly finish). Why?

Bonus: When George Washington writes this letter, how long has he been President?
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Letter, George Washington to Noah Webster, Part 1
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Letter, George Washington to Noah Webster, Part 2
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Letter, Noah Webster to George Washington, Part 1

This is a copy of Noah Webster’s letter. Unfortunately, the original has not been preserved.
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Letter, Noah Webster to George Washington, Part 2
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Letters to the P resident

5. What is the date on Noah Webster’s letter and where is he when he writes it? How long did it
: take Noah to respond to George Washington’s letter?

. In his Ietter, Noah Webster refers to George Washington as “Your Excellency,” a sign of re-
spect. What other phrases does he use in his letter to show respect for the President?

. Why does Noah Webster want his ideas about agriculture to remain a secret? Is he popular with
everyone?

. At the end of his letter, Noah Webster says “I neither deserve or expect it.” What is he talking
about? (Hint: Read the previous line of his letter.)

Bonus: How old is Noah Webster when he writes this letter? What do you think about a man of
: his age writing to the President of the United States?
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